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stood over six feet two inches in his buckled shoes,
had to look down over his nose when he met the
young statesmen who had been the wheel horses
of the federal movement.
Soon after Washington arrived in New York he
sought Hamilton's aid in the management of the
national finances. There was the rock on which
the government of the Confederation had found-
ered. There the most skillful pilotage was re-
quired if the new government was to make a safe
voyage. Washington's first thought had been to
get Robert Morris to take charge again of the
department that he had formerly managed with
conspicuous ability, and while stopping in Phila-
delphia on his way to New York, he had approached
Morris on the subject. Morris, who was now en-
gaged in grand projects which were eventually to
bring him to a debtor's prison, declined the position
but strongly recommended Hamilton. This sug-
gestion proved very acceptable to Washington,
who was well aware of Hamilton's capacity.
The thorny question of etiquette was the next
matter to receive Washington's attention. Per-
sonally he favored the easy hospitality to which
he was accustomed in Virginia, but he knew quite
well that his own taste ought not to be decisive.